Media Violence
Thesis: Violence in Media is a highly discussed issue with impact on the big spectrum of      people. 

Purpose: To research the problem of Media Violence equally from both sides. 

Audience: People interested into the problem of Media Violence. 
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Introduction
Media violence is a problem which surrounds all of us. We come in to contact with it almost every day when we watch the news, read newspapers, play computer games or listen to the radio. It has an enormous impact on us, but many of us don't even mention it. It doesn’t matter if it is CNN, Herald Tribune or yahoo.com. It surrounds us on every step during our whole life. It causes many debates which discuss how big an influence the media should have on us and how big influence we should have on the media. We live in a democratic country and we want to have free access to information. Our constitution grants us freedom of speech. However some information is sometimes not comfortable for us. 

The issue is if the media causes violence or not. This research paper doesn’t look where the truth is. It should introduce to you the problem from both sides and try to help you to form your own opinion. 

Nobody knows where the truth is. Actually it doesn’t matter where the truth is. Important is how you see this problem and how you will let your children to see it. Impact on children is probably the most disputed part. Our children are the most sensitive part of the population. What should we do for their safety and what has benefit for their education. Lobbyists from both sides collect information to persuade that their statement is the right one. Medical research are made also on the both sides. Join this research and I will introduce to you Media Violence with all its benefits and problems.
Media Violence does Not Cause Youth Violence

It’s easy to believe that violence is getting worse. We hear about it every time. It’s easy to believe that mock violence in media is influencing behavior. What other violence do suburban kids see? Without question, popular culture is a lot more raucous than it used to be. It’s a wild pageant, and it scares the cultural police. But however many nations leaders and prestigious institutions endorse the theory, it’s a fraud. There is no evidence that mock violence in media makes people violent, and there is some evidence that it makes people more peaceful (Rhodes, par. 5). 

What the Studies Show 

Studies on the relationship between media violence and real violence are the subject of considerable debate. Children have been shown TV programs with violent episodes in a laboratory setting and then tested for "aggressive" behavior. Some of these studies suggest that watching TV violence may temporarily induce "object aggression" in some children (such as popping balloons or hitting dolls or playing sports more aggressively) but not actual criminal violence against another person. Correlation studies that seek to explain why some aggressive people have a history of watching a lot of violent TV suffer from the chicken-and-egg dilemma: does violent TV cause such people to behave aggressively, or do aggressive people simply prefer more violent entertainment? There is no definitive answer. But all scientists agree that statistical correlations between two phenomena do not mean that one causes the other. International comparisons are no more helpful. Japanese TV and movies are famous for their extreme, graphic violence, but Japan has a very low crime rate, much lower than many societies in which television watching is relatively rare. What the studies reveal on the issue of fictional violence and real world aggression is not much (American, 2). 

Violent Entertainment Is Necessary

"Fear, greed, power-hunger, rage: these are aspects of our selves that we try not to experience in our lives but often want, even need, to experience vicariously through stories of others," writes Melanie Moore, Ph.D., a psychologist who works with urban teens. "Children need violent entertainment in order to explore the inescapable feelings that they've been taught to deny, and to reintegrate those feelings into a more whole, more complex, more resilient selfhood" (Jones, par. 11) 
The First Amendment

The First Amendment is based upon the belief that in a free and democratic society, individual adults must be free to decide for themselves what to read, write, paint, draw, see and hear. If we are disturbed by images of violence or sex, we can change the channel, turn off the TV, and decline to go to certain movies or museum exhibits. The Supreme Court has interpreted the First Amendment's protection of artistic expression very broadly. It extends not only to books, theatrical works and paintings, but also to posters, television, music videos and comic books--whatever the human creative impulse produces (American, 3). 

Media Violence Causes Youth Violence

The links between media violence and youth violence have been periodically explored by various U.S. government agencies, including congressional committees. According to the committee, numerous research studies have shown that media violence has detrimental effects on the psychological development of children. Violence in television, motion pictures, and other media can cause children to be more violent, desensitized to violence, and fearful of the world (Senate, par.1). 

The statistics are chilling. In 1997, law enforcement agencies in the United States arrested an estimated 2.8 million persons under age 18. Of that number, an estimated 2,500 juveniles were arrested for murder and 121,000 for other violent crimes. According to the FBI, juveniles accounted for 19% of all arrests, 14% of all murder arrests, and 17% of all violent crime arrests in 1997. While the number of arrests of juveniles for violent crimes declined slightly from 1996 to 1997, the number of juvenile violent crime arrests in 1997 was still 49% above the 1988 level (Senate, par.2). 
The Media Are Violent

American media are exceedingly violent. With television, analysis of programming for 20 years (1973 to 1993) found that over the years, the level of violence in prime-time programming remained at about 5 violent acts per hour. An August 1994 report by the Center for Media and Public Affairs reported that in one 18-hour day in 1992, observing 10 channels of all major kinds of programs, 1,846 different scenes of violence were noted, which translated to more than 10 violent scenes per hour, per channel, all day. A follow-up study conducted in 1994, found a 41% increase in violent scenes to 2,605, which translated to almost 15 scenes of violence per hour. Like television, our cinemas are full of movies that glamorize bloodshed and violence, and one need only listen to popular music radio and stroll down the aisle of almost any computer store to see that our music and video games are similarly afflicted (Committee, par. 10). Is censorship the solution? Many of us don’t like to hear about censorship, but? What’s wrong with little censorship? Until quite recently, all sorts of things were censored in American society. There were very strict rules about what you could show on television and in movies, what you could describe in books and what you could reproduce in magazines. Were we worse off them (Kimball, par. 3)?
First Amendment 

The First Amendment does contain the most important of our political freedoms. Stating those freedoms very succinctly, the amendment says: "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances." The importance of the amendment for adults is obvious, but its importance for children is less clear. Even if children should enjoy some First Amendment rights, the benefits those rights provide may well be limited by a child's developmental state. Rather than conclude that the rights of children and adults should be equal, the possibility of limiting children's right to correspond to children's capacities should be considered (Saunders, par.3).
A Long-Standing Problem

But more than anything, we gather today [at a Summit on the Prevention of Youth Violence and School Safety] because we as a society are scared. We are scared that something has gone profoundly wrong in our state and in our nation. More and more children are murdering their fellow children. Friends, it grieves me to say that in this wonderful state of ours, children murder (Owens, par. 2). 

No More Debate

The effect of media violence on our children is no longer open debate. Countless studies have shown that a steady diet of television, movie, music, video game, and internet violence plays significant role in the disheartening number of violent acts committed by youth. We must now devote ourselves to reducing the amount and degree f violence in our media and to shielding our children from such harmful depictions (Senate, 5).  

Conclusion
I'm not going to argue that violent entertainment is harmless. I think it has helped inspire some people to real-life violence. I am going to argue that it's helped hundreds of people for every one its hurt, and that it can help far more if we learn to use it well. I am going to argue that our fear of "youth violence" isn't well-founded on reality, and that the fear can do more harm than the reality. We act as though our highest priority is to prevent our children from growing up into murderous thugs--but modern kids are far more likely to grow up too passive, too distrustful of them, too easily manipulated. We send the message to our children in a hundred ways that their craving for imaginary gun battles and symbolic killings is wrong, or at least dangerous. Even when we don't call for censorship or forbid [the video game] "Mortal Kombat," we moan to other parents within our kids' earshot about the "awful violence" in the entertainment they love. We tell our kids that it isn't nice to play-fight, or we steer them from some monstrous action figure to a pro-social doll. Even in the most progressive households, where we make such a point of letting children feel what they feel, we rush to substitute an enlightened discussion for the raw material of rageful fantasy. In the process, we risk confusing them about their natural aggression in the same way the Victorians confused their children about their sexuality. When we try to protect our children from their own feelings and fantasies, we shelter them not against violence but against power and selfhood (Jones, 3). 
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